CHAPTER V
VICTORY-AND  DEFEAT
*e Keir Hardie is the only man who could have created the Labour
Party.... He is almost the only man in that Party who is not
fitted to lead it."
A. G. Gardiner, in " Prophets, Priests, and Kings."
NOT many men see their life's work accomplished
by the time they reach fifty. That Hardie was
able by the efforts of a quarter of a century to
create a new political Party - and this in a land
so suspicious of newness as Britain - proved not
only his power, but the ripeness of the time for
such creation.
It is the coming together of a man and an op-
portunity that make changes. Often the op-
portunity is lost because no man appears to seize
it. Only by a leader of Keir Hardie's self-less
devotion, clear-eyed certainty and fierce vigour
could the task of creating a Labour Party have
been carried through.
All the Trade Union M.P.s, almost everyone
who could be called a Laborer leader, were at-
tached to the Liberals, were unwilling to leave
them. Even in 1906 the Miners' Federation still
stood aloof from the Labour Representation Com-
mittee. Long after Hardie had formed the
LLJ?., and injected his idea into many trade
union officials, there was a tendency among
candidates for Parliament to represent themselves
as moderate men, to declare that the changes they
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